
 
 

 Here is a bridge that took a few months to 
build with the road out of Kihei closed during 
the time.  
 
Not real sure why it was engineered almost 2 
feet lower that the entering and exiting road on 
each side. if it was higher the road would never 
have to be closed during flooding conditions 
and the surrounding area would still be able to 
drain to the stream on the sides.  
 
Location is just North of Kihei Canoe Club, ABC 
store or old Suda Store location. 

 
 

Here is the bridge at 
Waipuilani Gulch and 
Piilani Highway that is over 
120 feet wide. During a 
storm it has been 3 feet 
with an estimated over 
100,00 gallons passing 
thru it a second. This 
causes Kihei Road to flood 
when it is meant to go thru 
the gulch owned by Fong 
which is only 8 feet wide 
under Kihei Road. 

 



 
 

These 3 photos show the debris, trash, 
fallen growth that is blocking the flow 
from Liloa bypass area to South Kihei 
Road. 

 
 

Attempts have been made to have the 
County pursue Fong to clean up this 
obstruction with no success. 

 
 

You can find yard debris, chicken coups 
and appliances in this gulch dumped. 



 
 

 

 
 
Here we have an overview showing the highway flood channel going thru Fong’s 81 home 
proposal and expected to drain at Kihei Road Near Village by the Sea which only has an 8-foot x 
30-inch-tall culvert.  
 
Below is the gulch which at its worst was half way up the 8-foot wall. I am standing on the road 
while the water is full pipe and higher just before it breached the gulch entering South Kihei 
Road causing mud and debris closing SKR. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Just a few pictures of SKR 
flooded during a storm. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Just a few pictures of the damage and major clean up at 
Waipuilani Road near the 31 Unit Project proposed at 19 
Waipuilani Road. These photos are in the 1000 and 1100 block 
of South Kihei Road.  
During the storm of December 26th, 2010, and 16 days later on 
January 11th, 2011 all South Kihei took 2 weeks to clean up. 
This section is the lowest in Kihei and was the last to clean by 
the crews. This is understandable by why ad to the problem 
with more projects. 
 

 
 
 

         Location of drain grate 
covered up and not used to pump water from this area of Waipuilani road and SKR. 
 
 
Here we have the sump pumps which Maui Sunset installed in there parking lot designed to 
take water from a grate, still there but covered over, from the corner of Waipuilani  
Road to the ocean thru the park. This was addressed, revealed, forgotten and then covered 
over so we might forget it was there. This pumping system was privately owned by Maui Sunset 
but never turned on. A great idea. Too bad we never used it. 



 
 

 
 
These are just a few things I have noticed that involve the engineering which the County of 
Maui has designed.  
This is why when addresing the project managers and telling them this development will not 
work in this area I am told it has been engineered and will work. 
I personally do not trust the engineering in the past or what is being said now. 
I have sent a letter to the Public Works, Planning, and Kelly King with no response back to me.  
Before long the election will come, new offices will be filled and nothing will be done. This is 
what happened with the last Council and offices these problems have been shared with. 
Here are a few other things we may want to consider. 
 
Why do we have sprinkler’s running so much in the morning at the OLD Maui Lu project where 
that new island was built. It causes excessive water to build up on the road which makes it 
impossible to walk or ride a bike there.    

 
Isn’t the developer required to maintain this area for a year after the project then handing it 
over to the County? The sand has built up so much on the new grass it is 7 inches higher than 
originally planted and no edging has ever been done or cleaning sand from the gutter. 
 
When they closed SKR this year to build the infrastructure of curbs, gutters and sidewalks they 
never changed the flow of road water accumulating in front the entrance on Kaonoulu so we 
still have a pond after big rain there. 



 
 

 
 It would have been easy to raise the gutters, change the slope of the road and make the water 
head to the ocean in the stream under the bridge. 
 
Why did they build the bridge on top of the original bridge still causing debris to clog the flow to 
the ocean?  

 
I know they did that install in 1 night. Maybe take a bit longer and do it so debris would get 
caught in the narrow passage which caused the problems in the past. We have shoulders on the 
road a bike cannot pass without going thru 3 inches of sand. We have shoulders of the road a 
person cannot walk, strollers cannot pass. In the past it has been mentiokned a sidewalk is on 
the other side of the road for people to walk.. If this be the case people will have to walk on the 
sidewalk for 100 yards, cross the street with no crosswalk for another then cross again but still 
eventually hitting a unsafe obstacle for them to travel. 
 
I do not believe South Maui or the government here is ready to allow a development of any 
kind until the problems are addressed. We need shoulders widened to allow pedestrians and 
strollers to pass. Lighting for night time walking and fix the problems we have and additional 
crosswalks 
 
I have mentioned retention basins on land available. Pumping of accumulated water to the 
ocean.  Bridges, gulches cleaned out of trash, and fixing what we have now and sent these to 



 
 

Public Works, Kelly King and other offices in the County without anyone responding or 
returning a phone call. 
Again I say “soon we will have an election. None of these issues will be addressed and when the 
new officials come in we as citizens of Kihei will have to start over with our concerns”. 
Stop development until we consider the problems of what we have developed up to now. 
 
A 31 unit or 28 unit, whatever they are trying to plan at 19 Waipuilani Road, should not be built. 
 
Don Gerry (808) 298-5679 


